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UNCLAS ABU DHABI 0761 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: PEPR 

SUB J : APPEAL BY UAE PRESIDENT SHAIKH ZAYID TO COMMUTE BHUTTO 
DEATH SENTENCE 

1 . UAE PAPERS OF MARCH 21 CARRIED TEXT OF APPEAL FROM UAE 
PRESIDENT SHAIKH ZAYID TO GENERAL ZIA UL-HAQ, PAKISTAN'S MARTIAL 
LAW ADMINISTRATOR, TO COMMUTE THE DEATH SENTENCE PASSED ON FORMER 
PAKISTANI PRIME MINISTER ALI BHUTTO. 

2. TEXT OF MESSAGE CARRIED IN THE PRESS READS AS FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT: WE LEARNED THROUGH NEWS REPORTS OF THE DEATH SEN- 
TENCE PASSED ON MR. ZULFIKAR ALI BHUTTO. WE ARE FULLY AWARE THAT 
THIS IS AN ORDER BY THE JUDICIAL AUTHORITY; BUT, IN VIEW OF THE 
BROTHERHOOD AND FRATERNAL RELATIONS THAT BIND OUR TWO COUNTRIES, 
THE PRESIDENT, GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF THE UAE, IN EXPRESSING 

THE GEELINGS OF OUR BROTHERS IN THE COUNTRY, AND IN APPRECIATION 
OF THE GREAT SERVICE MR. BHUTTO HAS RENDERED TO THE ISLAMIC CAUSES 
IN GENERAL AND ARAB CAUSES IN PARTICULAR, WE APPEAL TO YOUR 
MAGNANIMITY AND NOBILITY OF HEART TO USE ALL YOUR EXCELLENCY'S 
AUTHORITY TO COMMUTE THE DEATH SENTENCE. WE PRESENT THIS APPEAL 
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TO YOUR KIND PERSON IN THE GREAT CONFIDENCE THAT YOU BELIEVE 
IN THE SUPREMACY OF MERCY OVER LAW. MAY GOD HELP YOU TO CARRY 
OUT THIS APPEAL. I TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS TO YOUR 
EXCELLENCY OUR APPRECIATION AND BEST WISHES FOR THE PEOPLE OF 
PAKISTAN FOR THEIR PROSPERITY. END TEXT 

3. SHAIKH ZAYID HAS ALWAYS HAD A WARM PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

BHUTTO AND FELT THAT HE PLAYED A MAJOR ROLE IN STEERING PAKISTAN 
TOWARD GREATER ECONOMIC STABILITY AND INFLUENCE AFTER THE 
SEPARATION OF BANGLADESH FROM PAKISTAN. CONSEQUENTLY THIS MESSAGE 
FROM ZAYID IS NOT UNEXPECTED AND REFLECTS HIS PERSONAL INTERESTS 
IN DEVELOPMENTS OF PAKISTAN. 

DICKMAN 
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